
 

 
 
Carolina Community, 
 
You’re fighting and I hear you. You’re scared and I see you. You are not alone in this fight and I 
will continue to advocate alongside you until I no longer have breath in my body. The longer our 
administration continues to put our lives at risk the more likely it becomes that a member of our 
community will die. My heart goes out to each person affected by COVID and I am in disbelief 
of the current social climate of our community.  
 
I am calling on every member of the Carolina community to use your individual assets to combat 
this gross negligence by our administration. And most importantly, I challenge my peers to hold 
yourselves accountable for the wellbeing of our community. The truth is, regardless of whether 
or not the administration chooses to exhibit compassion and care regarding our community, it is 
time for each of us to follow social distancing guidelines and act with responsibility regarding 
our actions throughout the town of Chapel Hill.  
 
The partying, large social gatherings, and social life will be waiting on you after this pandemic is 
under control, but until then you must realize that we are just as responsible as our administration 
for the welfare of our community. A toxic campus environment existed at Carolina long before 
COVID-19’s arrival to our community; it is no secret that the social climate of Carolina has 
historically led to sexual assaults, racism, discrimination, and other callous acts. I urge each of 
you to not use our administration’s carelessness and dereliction of duty to further these heartless 
acts but instead exhibit exemplary personal responsibility to do what is right and practice safe 
and healthy in-person interactions. Please, for the sake of those who are at risk and cannot 
survive a battle with COVID-19. 
 
We are better than this. Please stay safe, remain healthy, and reach out if you need any kind of 
assistance. 
 
 
Yours for Carolina, 
 
Lamar Richards 
Chair, Commission on Campus Equality & Student Equity 
Vice Chair, Student Government Finance and Ethics Committee 
lrichards@unc.edu | equity@unc.edu  


